
Notes on a Napkin

If you invited a guest 
to your house, you 
would treat the guest 
with respect and be 
courteous.  Well, a 
SPEAKER is a guest 

in our “house” at the luncheon and should 
be treated with the same respect and 
courtesy as a guest in your own home.  
That means paying attention and not 
talking or carrying on a conversation 
while the speaker is presenting.  At times 
we have had too many conversations 
going on while the speaker is presenting.  
This last meeting, this was not a problem.  
So, let’s continue to be respectful to our 
speakers.

** A healthy sign that the Branch is 
vibrant is the addition of new activities.  
We have added nine hole golf, Bocce, and 
may be adding a Wine Tasting group.

** Although, we had a problem with the 
adjustment of the sound system at the last 
meeting, it continues to be a big plus and 
has added enjoyment at the meetings.  
Hopefully, at the next meeting the correct 
adjustments will be made to eliminate 
some of the bass and feed-back.

** This was the first meeting of the year 
where we did not have a guest at the 
luncheon.  Bringing a guest is a great deal 
since you get two lunches for the price of 
one.  And, if that guest becomes a 
member, your next lunch is free.  So let’s 

be on the lookout for potential members 
and bring them as guest to the next lunch.

** Remember, if the Branch is to continue 
to grow, it is up to all of us to try and 
bring in as many new members as we 
possibly can.

** Hope all of you are enjoying the 
summer and are taking many vacations.  
Be safe!  See you all at the August 
meeting.  

  Milt Momita, Big Si

Email: <branch19newsletter@yahoo.com
Hotline Number (925) 429-3777

the Program

Alan Blevins

Fishing the World for
River Monster Fish

Fourteen years with 
“adventure fishing 

trips” to the far corners 
of the Earth, Alan can 
claim many so called 
“River Monsters” and 

has the photos to prove 
it.

The Pledge of 
Allegiance

The 
Veteran 
that will 
lead us in 
the pledge 

in August is
Allan Anderson

Served in the U S Army
As a Medical Records 
Clerk in World War II and 
In Korea

Allan is a past Branch 19 Big Sir

The Menu               

Green Salad
Mixed Organic Greens
Sesame Vinaigrette and 

Crispy Rice Noodles
Grilled Tri Tip Beef

Steamed Rice and 
Broccoli

Teriyaki Grilled 
Thresher Shark
Steamed Rice and 

Broccoli
Chocolate Pudding

$20

August Birthdays

Al Brunner  
John Carl  
Mike Ilg  

Mike Krawesky 
James Maddox  

Milt Momita  
Russell Rau 

 Robert Troyer  
Robert Tulk  

Jerry Waitrovich  

When you see the above SIR 
members wish them a 

Happy Birthday!

Next Meeting - Thursday - Noon - August 4th  
 Luncheon in the Walnut Room - Social Hour in the Atrium Vineyards - 11 am
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                 KNOW YOUR SIR  -  JOHN MORIANA & LARRY KOLANO

 My name is John 
Moriana and you can all blame 
Steve McMurdo for 
introducing to Branch 19. I 
was born in Boloxi, Miss. in 
1951. There is an Air Force 
base down there that my Dad 
left my Mom and I at while he 
was doing active duty in the 
Korean War. I can't remember 
much of that time. Guess I was 

too young. Upon getting out of 
the service, my parents moved to 

El Monte, CA. in 1953 ( the same year my sister 
Linda was born ). From the stories they liked to tell, 
traveling across the country with two young kids was 
an adventure in itself.
 
My high school years were spent in Cupertino, CA. I 
graduated in 1969 and enrolled at De Anza Junior 
College. I got my AA and transfered to UC Davis 

where I recieved a BS in Anthropology. Stop 
laughing. I entertained the thought of becoming a 
teacher. Besides, it was the only subject that 
interested me and I could get good grades in. I left 
Davis after graduation to relax in Vail, CO. I ended 
up staying 5 years and supported myself by teaching 
skiing and tending bar.
 
In 1978, I moved home, went to work for AT&T, fell 
in love and got married to Janine in 1979. We had 
two great kids, Nick and Meghan. Life goes by fast. I 
retired in 2008 and haven't looked back.
 
I love playing golf with the SIR's and going to dinner 
every 3rd Thurs. of the month with the SIR's, I still 
love to ski. I officiate youth soccer and baseball in 
Brentwood and volunteer at Sutter Delta Hospital 10 
hours a week to keep busy.

    John Moriana

Larry Kolano

Up until 2009 I was a life-long resident of 
Washington. I grew up in Tacoma, attended 
Washington State University in Pullman where I 
graduated with a BA degree in History, and 
taught history and geography to middle school 
students in Clarkston (for 2 1/2 years) and 
Longview (for 28 1/2 years). I did, however, go 
out-of-state, to Portland State University, to earn 
my Masters degree in Social Science.

 In addition to teaching, I performed in 
community theater groups – mainly in 
comedies– and served on the Democratic Party 
Central Committees in both Asotin and Cowlitz 
counties – as a precinct committeeman, county/
legislative district chairman and state 

committeeman. In 1980 I was elected as the 3rd 
Congressional District Presidential Elector.

 I’ve written two books. The first was a 
history of Puyallup, Washington, and the second 
a teen coming-of-age novel. Four times I’ve 
visited Europe – once as a teen ambassador for 
People-to-People, once as a tourist to Poland, 
and twice as a Holocaust scholar.

 In 1994 I married Cheryl Jordan 
Sanderson, of Concord, after a two-year long 
distance relationship. After my retirement from 
teaching we moved to Concord to be closer to 
the granddaughters. Cheryl is currently the 
principal of Gregory Gardens Elementary     
   Larry Kolano

Future Program: 
The Segway PT 

(Personal Transporter)
Computers and motors in the base of 
the device keep the Segway PT 
upright when powered and the 

balancing enabled.  Users lean forward to go forward, 
lean back to go backward, and turn by using a “Lean 
Steer” handlebar, leaning it left or right.            

Segway PTs are driven by electric motors at up 12.5 
miles per hour.  Gyroscopic sensors are used to detect 
tilting of the device which indicates a departure from 
perfect balance.  Motors driving the wheels are 
commanded as needed to bring the PT back into 
balance.
    The Segway PT program will be done by 
Jim Heldberg while riding the machine around the 
room!  Should be interesting.

John Moriana



ELECTION OF BRANCH 19 OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2012

Bocce Ball Begins
... July 28th at the new
Bocce Facility (left) at 

Baldwin Park, Concord.
Capo George Garcia requests
interested  members, sign up at 

the next meeting.  There is a $20 one 
time league fee.   To receive further  

information at
Call Capo George at 934-8631 

or phone the 
Bocce Hotline  671-3222 for up 

to date information.

BRANCH 19 & AREA 2 BOWLING NEWS AREA 2 FISHING REPORT 

The new Bocce Ba! Courts at Baldwin Park are completed and ready for play.

NEW BOCCE BALL FACILITY AT BALDWIN PARK, CONCORD

“Let’s Go Fishing” Group - Meets at Diablo Creek G.C. -August 25th 
All SIR members and guests are welcome and, indeed, encouraged to 
participate in fishing trips as well as attend the monthly meetings.
Still the odd weather that has plagued us all year persists.  The wind and 
rain have kept us from the delta and bay, and the ocean remains a froth of 
big waves.  Undaunted, our fearless fishermen ventured forth into the 
froth.We will be very busy this summer with: delta fishing for bass, 
catfish, and sturgeon, party boat trips for sturgeon, rock fish, salmon, and 
halibut. These outings will include those who rarely fish but would like to 
try.  If you haven’t been fishing in a while, but might like to test drive an 
adventure, come join us.
For further information, please contact: Karl Droese, Big Fish, 
(925-376-0468;) Carl Moyer, Branch 8 Coordinator, (925-685-5243;) or 
Dick Thomson, Treasurer/Secretary, (925-944-1760.)

George Garcia

Big Sir

    SIRs Area 2 Bowling League begins 
Wednesday, September 7, 2011 at Diablo 
Lanes, Concord, with the organizational 
meeting and election of officers to be held 
at 9:30 AM.  This 33- week league 

comprises teams of four men, who must be SIRs, and 
costs $13 each week.  Branch 19 is joined by our Area 2 
Branches to insure a fun and competitive league.
    Bowling seems to be growing as a sport nationwide 
and this year should provide a lot of fun for returning 
bowlers as well as those who would like to join a league 
for the first time or return after a long layoff!  For more 
information please contact John Carl, Branch 19 
Bowling Chair. 
   The new bowling league at Clayton Valley Bowl will 
meet on September 14th with bowling to follow. 
Contact Mike Kropf 689-1453 for details.

SIR Branch 19 Board for 2012

Ed DiBetta - Gre# Moore - Jim Thelen

Ken Peterson - Marvin Terre! 

and Gordon Monroe

Bill Stephenson
Little Sir

Duane Deonigi
Secretary

Bill Schoonover
Treasurer

John Babjar

Asst. Secretary
Tom Lathrop 

Asst. Treasurer



The Golf Report 
Marvin Terrell -Golf Chairman 

689-7964 
Branch 19 Golf Schedule 

August 2nd Franklin Canyon  tee time 9:00
August 9th - Lone Tree - tee time 9:00
August 16th - Tilden Part  - tee time 9:00
August 23rd - Lone Tree - tee time 9:00 
August 30th = Shadow Lakes - tee time 8:30

Golf Club 19 Championship
Lone Tree Golf Course

September 6th - 13th - 20th
Entree Fee - $20

The Club Championship will be determined 
by the best two (2) net scores out of three. If 

only two of the dates are played, those 
scores will count.  The number of handicap 
flights will be determined by the committee.

 
Area 2 Golf Tournaments

Championship August 8th  
Sevillano Links in Corning

Division Qualifier August 31st Boundary 
Oak, Walnut Creek

Championship October 18th 
Poppy Hills, Monterey.

Contact:  Jim Willey 689-3199 
for Area 2 Golf information

Branch 19 Statistics 
Attendance for 

July
Membership Total   129
June Meeting Attendance 

                       Members         90

!          Excused          32

                       Guests               2

                       Speakers           1 

                       SIR Visitors       0

                Inactive Members   2

                          Resignation   0 
Dropped from Membership   2

Financial Report for June 2011 
Bill Schoonover, Treasurer

Beginning Cash Balance           $4,553.29 
General Accounts
 Receipts                           $303.00
Disbursements
Printing,Postage,Tele. Hotline,       $00.00
Guest Expense                                 $00.00
Subtotal Gen. Disbursements         $00.00
Net General                                     $303.00
Custodial Accounts
Monthly Luncheon                       $1,717.00
Newsletter                                          $40.00
Subtotal Custodial Receipts       $1,757.00
Disbursements 
Monthly Luncheon                        $1,682.39
Special Activities                                      00 
Rooster Purchases & Equipment          . 00
Subtotal Cust. Disbursement       $1,682.30 
Net Custodial gain/(loss)                   $74.61
ENDING CASH BALANCE            $4,930.90

SIR BRANCH 19 and AREA 2 ACTIVITIES

$ums In Retirement 
Wednesday - August 24th

Legends at Diablo Creek G.C. 
Meeting starts at 8:00 am 

Breakfast available 7:00 am

    Our speaker will be Peter Karp 
of Karp Capital Management
Corporation of San Francisco. 
Peter's presentation will cover the 
following topics: How to 
Understand the Markets... 
Creating an Investment Thesis to
the end of 2011 and Beyond.... It 
is all about Politics... You Must 
Control Risk - Portfolio 
Management. Rick Karp is one of 
our most dynamic and
informative speakers and he will 
surely continue with a very 
informative presentation.
    A copy of his presentation will be 
made available to all who
attend. The restaurant opens at 7:00 
AM for those who would like to enjoy
breakfast with your colleagues. If you 
would like to read Peter's latest
Financial Focus newsletter ( his 2nd 
quarter report is excellent) go to

www.karpcapital.com and sign up for 
his newsletter. 

Computers &Technology meets Thursday, August 18th- 9:00 AM at the Walnut Creek Elks Lodge - 1475 Creekside Drive, W.C. 
Visit our web site at  www.sir-web.org/computer/

Have you been considering buying a Kindle or another brand of eReader?  How about an iPad or another Tablet computer?  Confused about 
which to buy?  Neil Schmidt will describe the features of all the electronic book readers and tablet computers currently on the market.  Find 
out what they can do for you and which one you may wish to buy. Neil asks attendees with eReaders and/or tablets to bring their own 
devices to the meeting.
We always have The Gurus of A2CAT whose advice is 'priceless', so bring your vexing questions for their consideration.
Meetings of the Area 2 Computer and Technology Group are held the 3rd Thursday of each month (except June and December) from 9:00 
to 11:00 a.m., at the Walnut Creek Elks Lodge, 1475 Creekside Drive.  Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned user, we try to offer 
something for everyone.  We ask for a donation of $5 to cover the cost of the hall rental, coffee and cookies.  All SIR members and their 
guests (spouses included!) are welcome to attend. See you there.
 
Thank you for supporting your Area 2 Computer and Technology Group.  Phil Goff  and  Derek Southern Co-chairs

http://www.karpcapital.com
http://www.karpcapital.com
http://www.sir-web.org/computer/
http://www.sir-web.org/computer/


DINING OUT 

SIR BRANCH 19 PROVIDES FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE MEMBERS

The Dining Out Group meets at 
various local restaurants on the third 
Thursday evening of each month.  
Sign up in advance at the meeting. 
However payment is by individual 
checks at the restaurant on dinner 
night.        John Babjar 672-0325
The August 18 dinner gathering will 
be held at the OUTBACK, Pleasant 
Hill.

The Dining Out Group 
enjoyed dinner at the

the Uncle Yu 
Restaurant
in downtown 

Lafayette on July 21st

Many Activities are provided by SIR.  
Bring a friend as a guest to lunch, he 

could become a potential member.

SIR Day at the RacesMarch and November

Hawaiian Shirt Day -

next month

September

Crowne Plaza/Concord provides Branch 
19 our unique meeting venue

Ladies Day
December
Luncheon
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Attendance is Required by the By Laws:
Rule 100:  A member who misses three (3) consecutive meetings 
without notifying the committee chair person (or calling the 
Hotline) giving valid reason or who attends less than six (6) 
meetings within the last twelve (12) months, shall be notified by the 
prescribed form, of termination of his membership  

August Calendar

AUGUST 18TH
COMPUTERS & TECHNOLOGY 
WALNUT CREEK ELKS CLUB

AUGUST 24TH
$ums in Retirement                  
Legends at Diablo Creek G.C.

AUGUST 25TH
Area 2 Fishing Group           
Legends at Diablo Creek G.C.

BOWLING
EVERY WEDNESDAY - 
Diablo Lanes and/or Clayton 
Bowl beginning in the fall

DINING OUT -Next Dining Out 
Thursday,  August 18th at the 
  Signups at the August 4th luncheon.
The Outback, Pleasant Hill.

For further details on each special interest 
group,  see Branch 19 & Area 2 Activities 

Next Regular Meeting - Noon - Thursday, August 4th, 2011
         In the Walnut Room at the Crowne Plaza/Concord  
Unable to attend .... Please Hotline   429-3777 five days in advance.

 

Return Service Requested

1645 Beckner Court
Concord, CA 94521-1119

About Attendance ...

   Please make sure to 
cooperate, and call the Hotline 
Number 429-3777 on or before 
five (5) days in advance of the 
lunch if you can not attend the 
regular luncheon. Not calling 
was a critical problem in the 
past months. However, the 
Hotline has been effective in 

reducing the unexcused No 
Calls.  Remember, your 
unexcused absence is costly to 
the club because the precise 
number of meals must be 
ordered in advance.  If not 
eaten, the club pays, and you 
will be charged for the meal! 
Thanks for your cooperation


